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that these issues be integrated into our bi-
lateral agenda, at all levels of our govern-
ments. In this context, we welcome the cre-
ation of the Russian-American Working- 
level Group on Energy Cooperation. 

We are encouraged that our commercial 
cooperation occurs not only in Russia and 
neighboring areas such as the Caspian re-
gion, where multiple pipelines and joint up-
stream investments in the energy sector 
strengthen the sovereignty, prosperity, co-
operation, and global economic integration 

of all participating states. We also welcome 
our commercial cooperation in the United 
States and in other countries where our 
companies’ and their international partners’ 
experience, technology, and capital can be 
joined to provide the commercially reliable 
energy supplies which are essential to fos-
tering prosperity and global stability. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Remarks to Community and Religious Leaders in Moscow 
May 24, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Mr. Ambas-
sador, thank you and Lisa for opening up 
your modest home. [Laughter] I bet every 
Ambassador that represents the United 
States wishes they lived this way. But we 
appreciate your taking on this very impor-
tant assignment, and that is to represent 
our country here in Russia. 

I’m honored that Laura was traveling 
with me today. Trips always seem to go 
so much better when she is by my side, 
so I’m really glad you got to meet Laura. 
I like to tell the story in America that when 
I married her, she was a public school li-
brarian who didn’t like politics and didn’t 
particularly care for politicians. [Laughter] 
And then she got stuck marrying one. 
[Laughter] But she’s doing a great job for 
our country, and I’m real proud of her. 

And I’m proud of the team I put to-
gether as well. I’ve got a great national 
security team, headed by Colin Powell and 
by Condi Rice and Andy Card. And I’m 
honored they’re traveling with me, and I’m 
honored you have a chance to meet them 
as well. 

And thank you all for coming. For those 
of us, the Spaso House—at least those of 
us who’ve paid attention to international 
politics—the Spaso House was always 

viewed as a refuge for freedom. And I’m 
so privileged to give you a few comments 
here in this historic setting, where so much 
history was written. 

You know, I’m aware that during World 
War II, Russian, American diplomats and 
soldiers met here as allies. It’s kind of an 
interesting part of the history of this house. 
And during the cold war, this is where 
many of you came, refuseniks and human 
rights activists. You’re always welcome here, 
and we’re glad you’re here. 

Our Nation stands for freedom. That’s 
what we’re fighting off the terrorists about. 
We believe so strongly in freedom, we’re 
willing to defend it at all costs. The Soviet 
era is gone. The cold war, I hope, is past 
us. And today President Putin and I signed 
an historic document. It was more than 
just a document that reduces nuclear weap-
onry, although that in itself is good. It’s 
a document that says there’s a new era 
ahead of us, that instead of being stuck 
in the past, these two leaders are willing 
to take two great countries forward in a 
new relationship built on common interests 
and cooperation, and cooperation on all 
fronts—the idea of working together to 
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make the Russian economy strong and vi-
brant so people can make a living, so peo-
ple have hope about putting bread on the 
table for their families; the cooperation of 
fighting terror; the cooperation of pro-
moting peace. But the best cooperation also 
must be based on common values, as well 
as common interests. 

And I want you to know that we hold 
the values in America dear, and you know 
that. We hold dear what our Declaration 
of Independence says, that all have got 
uninalienable rights, endowed by a Cre-
ator—not endowed by the ones who wrote 
the Declaration of Independence but by 
a Creator, a universal Creator. I want you 
to know that I believe all governments have 
a duty and responsibility to protect those 
rights, those unalienable rights. 

In Soviet times, people heroically de-
fended those rights with incredible courage, 
and you earned the respect of a lot of 
people—a lot of people—by doing so. 
Many of you now are active in a modern 
Russia, and I want to thank you for staying 
active and involved in this important soci-
ety, starting with making sure that freedom 
is protected by rule of law. And we agree 
completely, and we hope we can help, be-
cause rule of law is essential for a modern 
society to thrive and to succeed. 

I applaud your commitment and your pa-
triotism. I love the fact that you love your 
country. I love mine, and you love yours, 
and that’s incredibly healthy and important. 
You understand that free nations and a free 
Russia require strong civic and religious in-
stitutions, committed to democratic values. 

Russia’s on the road to democracy, but 
it’s important, as she does so, that she em-
brace the values inherent in democracy. In 
the past, I know you know that we have 
been committed to helping institutions 
which promote those values through direct 
Government assistance, and we will con-
tinue to do so. We believe it’s for the good 
of Russia. We believe it will help Russia 
develop in a way that will be—enable Rus-
sia to become a lasting friend. And that’s 

what I’m interested in. I’m interested in 
friendship and peace and mutual develop-
ment. 

Most Russians want and expect what 
most Americans want and expect, and that’s 
important for the Russian people and the 
American people to understand, a Govern-
ment—starting with a Government that 
works for citizens, that represents everyday 
citizens, not a corrupt elite. And that’s im-
portant. 

People want a society ruled by law, not 
by special privilege, special circumstance; 
a law where people are treated equally, re-
gardless of their religion, ethnicity, income 
level. In a multiethnic society, people must 
work toward tolerance and reject extre-
mism. It’s important in America, just like 
it’s important here in Russia. And this is 
a multiethnic society, to the credit of Rus-
sia, just like America is a multiethnic soci-
ety, which makes our country strong. We’re 
bound together by common values. And so 
can Russia be bound by the same values. 

To reach these goals, societies need fair 
laws and, as importantly, fair enforcement 
of law. They need independent media that 
is respected by the Government. I remind 
those who sometimes get frustrated with 
the media that even in America, elected 
officials sometimes don’t agree what’s writ-
ten about them—maybe especially America, 
for all I know. [Laughter] But it’s important 
for those of us who value democracy to 
promote an independent media. 

Opposition parties must be free to asso-
ciate and must be free to speak their 
minds. In order for a democracy to be 
strong, there has to be competition of 
ideas, a free discussion of ideas, and an 
airing of philosophy in an open way. Free-
dom of religion and separation of church 
and state are so important, so important 
so that people can worship as they choose, 
Jews, Muslims, and all Christians, and all 
religions. 

Free societies have all got to meet the 
great challenges we face in ways consistent 
with values. That’s what I’m here to tell 
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you that’s in my heart. That’s what I want 
you to know about this administration, that 
we’re not only committed to fighting ter-
rorism—and we will. We are. We were 
under attack in America. 

In Germany yesterday I said, September 
the 11th was just a fine—just as clear a 
dividing line in our history, in our Nation’s 
history, as Pearl Harbor. It was. America 
at one time was protected by two oceans— 
we seemed totally invulnerable to, for ex-
ample, the wars that took place here in 
Russia or on the European Continent—and 
all of a sudden found ourselves attacked, 
because we love freedom, because we re-
spect religion, because we honor discourse. 
And you need to know that we’re going 
to defend ourselves and defend that which 
we hold dear and, at the same time, protect 
civilization itself. 

But in Afghanistan, we’ve shown, I be-
lieve, how to do it in a way that’s commis-
erate with our values—that, on the one 
hand, we’re plenty tough, and we will be. 
We’ve got a military we’re going to use, 
if we need to, to defend freedom. But on 
the other hand, we delivered a lot of medi-
cine and a lot of food. We hurt thinking 
not only that the children in Afghanistan 
could not go to school; we cried for the 
fact that people were starving in the coun-
try. We have rebuilt schools. We have also 
provided medicine and food. 

Russia is building hospitals in Afghani-
stan. That’s incredibly positive, we think. 
Nations are not only contributing military 
forces, but we’re working to build a state 
that can function on her own, a state at 
peace in the neighborhood, and a state 
where people have got hope and a chance 
to survive, where moms and dads can raise 
their children in peace. 

And that’s important for you to know 
as well. You know, a lot of the time, people 
talk about the tough talk. But you’ve got 
to understand, we also have got a soft heart 
when it comes to the human condition. 
Each individual matters to me. Each indi-
vidual has got worth and dignity. 

The experience in Afghanistan has taught 
us all that there’s lessons to be learned 
about how to protect one’s homeland and, 
at the same time, be respectful of the— 
on the battlefield. And that lesson applies 
to Chechnya. The war on terror can be 
won, and at the same time, we have proven 
it’s possible to respect the rights of the 
people in the territories, to respect the 
rights of the minorities. 

We are—I represent a great nation, and 
Russia is a great nation. Both of us share 
a lot. We’ve got a big resource base. We’ve 
got people who are very smart. I remind 
Vladimir Putin that the great resource of 
Russia is the people of Russia. The re-
source of this country is the brainpower 
of this country. And when they get the 
system right, that encourages individual 
growth and entrepreneurship; that brain-
power is going to flourish, and so will com-
merce, and so will opportunity. And while 
that happens, both nations must respect the 
multiethnic character of our lands. That, 
too, makes us great. And how we promote 
that multiethnicity, and how we respect 
human rights is another way we’ll be 
judged by history. 

We’ll be judged by history on how we 
defend our freedoms. We’ll be judged in 
history by how we help our people prosper 
and grow. And we’ll be judged by history 
as to whether or not we defend the uni-
versal values that are right and just and 
true. 

I want to thank you for that commitment 
to those values. I appreciate your stance 
for freedom. I appreciate your love of your 
country. I appreciate your understanding 
there is a universal and gracious God. 

May God bless you all. May God bless 
Russia. And may God bless the United 
States. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at 
Spaso House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Ambassador Alexander Vershbow and his 
wife, Lisa, and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia. 
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Statement on House of Representatives Action on Appropriations 
Legislation 
May 24, 2002 

The House did a great service today for 
our men and women in uniform fighting 
the war against terror, for homeland secu-
rity, and for fiscal discipline. The House 
also showed our enemies that America is 
united and determined to fight and win 
this war on our terms. 

A combination of recession and the need 
to spend what it takes to win the war have 
put the Federal budget into deficit. As we 
do what is necessary to prevail in the war 
and protect our homeland, the Congress 
must restrain other Government spending 
so we can return to a balanced budget 
soon. 

The House has shown that a responsible 
budget can be enacted, and the Senate 
should follow suit. I expect the Senate to 
only spend on what is necessary to fight 
the war and for our immediate emergency 
needs. With our Nation now at war, now 
is not the time for unnecessary spending 
on lower priority items. 

The House bill is a successful model for 
budget and spending bills: Fund our most 
basic priorities without increasing the def-
icit or undermining our efforts to return 
to a balanced budget. I am especially grate-
ful to Speaker Hastert and Chairman Young 
for their leadership, and to all the Members 
of Congress who voted for this package. 

Statement on Proposed Citizen Service Legislation 
May 24, 2002 

I commend House Select Education 
Subcommittee Chairman Peter Hoekstra 
and Ranking Member Tim Roemer for 
their bipartisan leadership in introducing 
H.R. 4854, the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 
2002.’’ In January, I called upon all Ameri-
cans to dedicate at least 2 years—the equiv-
alent of 4,000 hours—over the course of 
their lives in service to others, and I laid 
out policies for fostering service all across 
the country and around the world. Increas-
ing opportunities for all Americans to par-
ticipate in meaningful service activities is 
a priority of this administration, and the 
bipartisan sponsors and co-sponsors of the 

‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002’’ are leading 
that effort in the House of Representatives. 

Programs such as Learn and Serve Amer-
ica, Senior Corps, and AmeriCorps offer 
Americans a variety of ways to help meet 
important community needs through serv-
ice. Through their hard work on the ‘‘Cit-
izen Service Act of 2002,’’ Chairman 
Hoekstra and Congressman Roemer are 
helping to strengthen and improve these 
programs based on the principles and re-
forms I outlined earlier this year. I also 
look forward to working with the Senate 
and to signing the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 
2002’’ this legislative session. 
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